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                                                          Annual report 2025

Introduction 
2024 was another busy year for your committee. Our communications and Racial justice groups continues their good work and there were plenty of meetings between our committee members and other parties to encourage working together. Our Chair, Tony, has initiated projects with several local communities to review and tackle their local issues. More about these later.
Committee: 
We were sorry to lose Everton Blake, Patrick Chuks-Obuse and Phillip Oladejo from our committee but were pleased to welcome new committee members Ulrike Hunt (The Feast), Becki Bowie (azalea) Jemimah Allen (Youthscape) and Charmaine Mlangha (Sundon Park Baptist Church). This has expanded our diversity to include local Christian Charities as well as churches. 
Other people who would like to join will be welcome, but we ask you to let me know in advance of the meeting if possible, so that new members can speak with Tony and appreciate what is involved. We meet alternative months on Tuesday mornings as a committee and discuss and agree where we can be active and help churches work together.

Membership

Membership was down by 7 in 2024 despite welcoming 3 new members. We would invite you to maintain your membership and renew early in the year to help us.
Visiting speakers.
In March, Hazel Simmons attended and discussed a wide range of subjects, including the situation in Gaza , Airport expansion, The Asylum seekers, football, Bury park, Youth and the Radio 1 big weekend.
In November we were visited by Francois Julian with ideas for a large public Christian event in 2025. 

AGM.
Our AGM was held at the Chiltern Hotel in conjunction with a breakfast meeting. Dr. Trevor Adams spoke inspiringly about the importance of us being salt and light in our local communities, sharing his own journey to encourage us. 
Pentecost Praise

One event in 2024 was Pentecost Praise. Held at LCF this event was well attended, and the speaker was Steve Moody who has been an active part of the life of our town but was leaving to become teaching pastor at a church in Exeter. He stirred us in our calling to serve Luton. 
Breakfast meetings
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We held two breakfast meetings in 2024. These were very well attended by nearly 50 Church Leaders. A full cooked breakfast was provided, with fruit, bread, cakes etc by the excellent staff at the Chiltern Hotel. This provided an opportunity for leaders to meet other leaders and form friendships in an informal setting.  After the success of these it was agreed to hold our AGM next year as a breakfast at the Chiltern Hotel again, with the option for people to attend just the AGM after the breakfast if they wished to do so.     
At the October breakfast, we were delighted to welcome Luton North MP, Sarah Owen, and Jubilee Plus Chief Executive Natalie Williams to speak. The Vision of Jubilee plus is to see churches that change the lives of those in poverty in their communities. But what impact do we have? What changes do we bring about? And what do we do? Natalie spoke about the quality of Mercy, while.Sarah spoke of her life and her commitment to Luton.
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Prayer Tree and Carols in the Mall.

In December we worked with the mall and were able to have a Prayer Tree in the Mall. People were encouraged to write their prayers on tags on the tree. These were then collected and prayed for during Christmas church services. We also had carols in the mall, led by Vincent Cox and New Testament Church of God. The Mall provided Mince pies, which soon disappeared, and 200 New Testaments were also distributed.

Communication Group
The communications group has continued to produce a monthly article to tell how Christianity is alive and working in Luton. This is distributed via our newsletter channel, and we encourage you to print copies of this for your congregations to see what is happening in our town.

We have also been posting on our Facebook account and would encourage you to share these posts to increase their reach.
We hope you will follow us on these channels and maybe other areas we have not yet looked at.   
Christian Together for….

A major initiative this year has been to work with local Christians to define what they feel are the main issues in their area and to put together plans to tackle the issues. So far, Runfold and Ramridge/Tin Town have held meetings and are putting plans in place for local groups, for more signage, hopefully with grants and help from the council.
Windrush Celebration
A Celebration event was held for Windrush at All Saints this year.
Hustings 
The meeting was chaired by Tony and Vincent. He was complemented on a brilliant opening statement. 9 candidates came along and over 100 people attended
Truth and Reconciliation.

Work in this group has continued in 2024.

Prayer Meetings
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Several streams of prayer meeting have continued to run monthly in the town. Once a month on Thursday mornings, Church Leaders have met for an early prayer meeting. Prayer for Luton has been adopted by members of the New Testament Church of God. The hope is to continue to meet in different churches around Luton.   Several other churches have been holding prayer meetings weekly or monthly and details of these are available on our website. 
 Ecumenical Deans’ group
The Ecumenical Dean’s Group consisted of Mgr Kevin McGinnell (RC), Revd. David Kesterton (Anglican), Revd. Patrick Kandeh (Methodist). In August, Heather Whyte retired in the URC and this group .As well as their own meetings, Deans are very useful members of our committee. Each year, they organise an event for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity in January, with a speaker. 
Relationships with other groups in Luton
Committee members are also active in other groups in the area such as Luton Council of Faiths, LASE, FACES, the Foodbank, The Centre for Peace and Reconciliation, reporting to our committee on any issues we should be involved in. 
Assisted Dying Bill
One of the joys of living and working in Luton is the good relationships that exist between the different faith communities. There is a common desire to see our town flourish. Despite obvious differences in our beliefs there is much we do have in common. Close relationships have been formed through the Luton Council of Faiths. An example of this working in practice is the way faith groups have brought joint representation regarding the Assisted Dying Bill currently being discussed in Parliament. Working together we have been able to bring more influence than we could either as Christians Together in Luton or as individuals.

Following an initial letter sent to Sarah Owen outlining our concerns, faith representatives met in her office to voice our concerns prior to the second reading of the bill. Sarah heard our concerns and suggested that, if the bill passed its second reading, we should write to her a letter summarising our concerns and raising questions we would like the committee reviewing the bill to consider. This we duly did. 

Subsequently Sarah has passed this on to the committee and is also trying to arrange a meeting with Kim Leadbetter the sponsor of the bill and chair of the committee reviewing it.

Website and Newsletters

The Website has continued to be one of our main communication tools. It is updated most days with items sent from our member churches and organisations in the area. We have included requests for volunteer support for both churches and organisations, many training opportunities, prayer meetings, Christmas gifts and jobs. 

Each Thursday and Friday a newsletter is sent to all who are interested highlighting any new items and reminders of anything in the following two weeks. This includes a summary at the top so people can scan quickly to see if there is anything of interest, and a link to each item on the website for more information if desired. www.lutonchurchestogether.org.uk
2025 Plans   
Francois Julian has been working on a plan to hold a large Christian event in 2025 in Wardown Park. A sub-group was formed to take the idea further and discuss with the council.
Following the success of our two breakfast meetings in 2024, we will again plan a buffet breakfast for our AGM this year and a further breakfast meeting in the Autumn. These have proved an excellent way of mixing with people we might otherwise not have met. New friendships have been formed, and it was observed people were not just sitting with friends but engaging with people from other races and denominations. 
We are planning to meet with both Luton MPs and discuss how we can help each other improve things in Luton.

Our communications team will aim to increase our visibility amongst both other Christians and people outside of the church. Please feel free to share any Facebook posts so we can bring these items to people outside our immediate reach.
Our meetings on truth and reconciliation will continue and we will let you know of actions taken because of these meetings.
In Conclusion
Churches Together Executive are very grateful for the encouragement you give us and will continue our work meeting with the council and others, encouraging working ecumenically and supporting one another in Christ’s name.   
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